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Truth North, Oslo

L EMhe. MR Location: Oslo, Morway
B E ; Area: 50,940 m?
BOllir: bu Architects: bureau SLA & Loos Architects

witE; Peter va

Oraara, Design Team: Peter van Assche, Miguel Loos, Goncalo
Muoreira, Katalin Toth, Ewoud Ruifnok

EF Client: Statisbryg, Moorwegen
2R T e, 2009 Completion Date:2009

{1 Eyal Shmusl Photographer: Eyal Shmuel
HRMN: bureau SLARYTES R Contributed By; bureau SLA
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True NorthfI F BRI, 2 EEEFERN Y ANHAFNNNERS, E=ARNEEREENERAS, F5
iE AN B EETchHenrik Serensenfll{ERYEEE], ERABEHRMKITE, MMXFRREA—IERIRE. AT
R HBNRASH, BOENERGTHFRE, ATHEELEINHHSSARNSHERTERARE. [N,
AEME ISR bI R, BRMZAR, BRIF—EEIH.

Located in Oska, Norway, True MNorth s bath a very systematic and playful musaum design. Basad on a triangle moitif, which s remotsly

-ent aof the murals by Harrik S

i in the town hall of Oslo and which re-appears on &l scates of the building, it nas a very Clea

thout becoming a simplistic logo. Although unobtrusive in sihoustte in order to contribute to and blend Mo the

elegantly shiny matedal and tiangular struciurs make It a recognizable bulding, This recognizebiity informs The ouisoa as well as 1he insida
of the museum, making its inferor a white cube with identity - tributany to e artworks, Dul never gener
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Design Concepts
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Shuated chose i the watelront, in-bebwesn i city hall, the city cener and

the new area of Aketbrygpe, & occupies a prime position, Espectally for people
arrning on cruise ships, this is the vestibule of Cslo. No wonder that it's also one
of the maost photogaphed aneas in the city, judging from the photos available

on Google Earth. The task of the new museum complex should be to connect in
a clever and sophisticated manmer 1o the urban tissue, while o the same time
reacting sensilivety (o the existing buildings on the site. As & natbonal musewm,
of course il has 10 b an icon — but not an alien. So, this building fulfills these
requirements. I1's a new landmank, whach not only s inlo the city structure, but
also complemeants it. Its highly visible and recogrerable, but doesn't desperaiely
ry 12 S0l the Showe from its naighbours, espacially the city hall.

By selting the tvwo new volumas of the musewm and the office building shghtly
back, archilects create a square in-between the railway buildings and the
misewmm, which functions &s a sculplure garden and also serves as a sheltared
public forecourt. Instead of only cutting some space for the old buildings out of
our wolume and thus reducing them o lefiovers, anchitects decided 1o create &
sejuare on which the bulitings siand as autonomous entities that complemant
the entire ensemble, The new musewm building s big and sturdy enough 1o Bke
8 siep back without loSing its Fmpact. Thene ane four emrances o the maseum
on all sides of ihe elding which creates a wely oulskde space and groundioos

46

amsa. All public fimclions - main entrance, Bbrany, museum shop, calé and obiy
= are Ailated on this level and havs large glass fronts 1owaids the square,

The footpeint of the building has the shape of & simple rectangle, composed

af Tour trianghes that hiwe been peshed ogether. These triangles represent
the lour deparmments of the musewm. In the center af the compasiton of
triangles. architects cut out a large vold, oientated in norh-south direction. On
a funcional level, it senes as a luge lobby, measuring 30 meters in height,
40 meters in length and 15 meters in width, around which all the spaces of

thir museum are aranged. As reguired, it's not only the enlrance area of the
museum, bul can also be wsed lor receptions or for siaging large instaliations,
Resembling the intenor courtyand oflen lound in classic maseum buildings. it
connacls o the noof, which is perforated with roof lights.

Thee pwn characiensdic elements ang the controllable enry of daylght and (he
defining presence of the slopng roof. The roofiine i akvays palpabie, lends

& unique ientity 1o sach of the exhibition spaces withaut impedeng their
functionality and faciates orentation within the exhibiton anen.

I's perforated o the masimum, but in order o enable exceliend light
maAnagement, there ane lamellas under the rool windows. T position can
be adwsted, so the anworks aren't exposed o direct light, or the room B even
completely darkened
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Construction Principles

Typical Section 1100
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